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Abstract : A whistleblower is someone who reveals sensitive 

information about misconduct of a public official or an organization. 

Eg- Using low grade materials while constructing roads in order to 

pocket public money. India has seen many Whistleblowers who 

have risked their lives to let the public know of illegal or corrupt 

activities. 

In order to safeguard and protect such people, the government introduced the Whistleblower act 

in 2014 which guaranteed protection of a person’s identity and information revealed by the 

person. Under this Act, anybody could reveal information related to corruption or misuse of 

power by government officials and public offices with or without the RTI (Right To 

Information). 

 

Whistleblowers protection under private sector 

There can be situations which may force any person to act as a whistleblower which could be 

mainly in violation of company’s policy such as sexual harassment at work places, assaults as 

well as corruption and other discriminatory practices. There are laws to protect whistleblowers 

but many of them do not raise their voice either due to threat directly or indirectly from their 

employers or due to fear of job lossand as a result many whistleblowers either wait to inform 

someone in a position of power or just drop the idea to act as a whistleblower. 

 

Whistleblowers protection under public sector 

As stated above public sector whistleblowers are less likely to be protected as compared to 

private sector ones as protection laws in private sector were enacted much earlier but still every 

sector has its own consequences and hence public employees or servants also fear before 

exposing anyone else’s misconduct, illegal or dishonest activity as they would consider it as 

going against their government and country. There are laws made to protect whistleblowers in 


