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ABSTRACT:  India is a land of villages and the Government of India 

has been Implementing various rural development programs for the raise   

of rural Communities. Non-government organizations with their 

advantage of non- rigid, locality specific, felt need based, Beneficiary 

oriented and committed nature of service have established multitude of 

roles which can effect rural development. A number of NGOs have been 

working in rural area community development, besides government 

interventions. Realizing that the government alone Was not able to meet 

the challenges of the massive enormous tasks in the process of rural development, the non-profit, 

voluntary and non-governmental organizations had to be Involved in different phases and activities at the 

global, regional and local levels. Thus, in later phases, both the GOs and NGOs have been actively 

involved in transforming the lives of the rural poor. No doubt, NGOs have been constantly working day-

in and day-out to solve various problems concerning children, women, senior citizens, environment etc.  

                                                

                                                    The NGO sector effectively works towards uplifting the socio-economic 

status of the poor. However, for a significant impact in the present era of liberalization and globalization 

wherein market forces adopt a key role, it becomes essential for the NGO sector to take a lead in helping 

poor fight the challenges posed by the system. NGOs can help the poor by providing access to the system, 

information on market opportunities, training facilities, and information on sources of credit, etc. in order 

to meet the aspirations of rural poor, a unique set of training programs are Expected to extend for the 

officials of for better management of the organization and developmental initiatives. Non-Government 

Organizations (NGOs) are playing a very critical 

role in the process of managing development initiatives of  various kinds at the rural level. Even the 

Government of India has recognized the critical role of the NGOs in the Five - Year Plans, as they have 

commitment, credibility with the masses and professional approach to the people Issues unlike the 

charitable organizations of earlier days. However, despite their good intentions, a large number of NGOs 

find it difficult to sustain in the long run i.e. sustainability of Organizations as well as sustainability of 

projects. An attempt has been made to analyze the working of NGOs for the rural poor in this paper. 

 

Introduction: 

"India lives in its villages" - Mahatma Gandhi.  

  

Literally and from the social, economic and political perspectives the statement is valid even today. 

Around 65% of the State's population is living in rural areas. People in rural areas should have the same 

quality of life as is enjoyed by people living in sub urban and urban areas. Further there are cascading 

effects of poverty, unemployment, poor and inadequate infrastructure in rural areas on urban centers 


