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Abstract : Feudalism existed in Europe from about 300 to 1400 

AD, as the concept of capitalism started to take shape. It's generally 

believed that feudalism ended with the renaissance in Europe, a 

time in which there was a great revival of art, science, literature and 

human freedom. Although the renaissance played a key role in the 

transition from feudalism to capitalism, several other factors also 

contributed to the transition. These factors include flaws within the feudal system as well as 

external forces that created a long-lasting impact on the medieval societies. 

 

Factors :  

 The increase in long-distance trade Long-distance trade is considered to be one of the 

prime factors in the transition from feudalism to capitalism by economists like Paul 

Sweezy. Hunt counter argues that increased agricultural output and productivity provided 

surplus food and raw materials for handicrafts. It also led to the rapid growth of towns 

and freed workforce for the manufacturing sector. In due course, while reducing the wage 

goods constraint, the changes in the agricultural sector, freed the workforce from 

agriculture. The additional workforce and increased output of raw material provided a 

growth impetus to the industrial sector. All these were prerequisites for long distance 

trade. 

 

 In the young feudal states trade was subordinate to the manors and in the mature systems 

the signs of weakening of the feudal ties started appearing much before trade became an 

integral part of Western Europe. In the latter states increased agricultural output could not 

keep pace with the increased size of the aristocratic families which strained the 

relationship between feudal lords and serfs. In this situation, trade had only expedited the 

fall of the feudal mode of production. 


