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Abstract : women and their problems have a central place in 

Shashi Deshpande’s novels. And so women characters, their 

interaction with men and other women, their attitudes and values 

are more important in the over all design of the novels than the plot. 

In short, her earlier novels are what may be called ‘the novels of 

self realization’ and so the area of action is the mind and not the 

material world. After their moment of crisis, the protagonists isolate themselves and go into 

temporary exile. This is because they need to take a quiet and objective survey of themselves and 

their relationship with others. This is not possible in day-to-day life, that gives us neither the time 

nor the space required you such self-realization. Besides, they must also go away from those 

persons about whom they have to think. 

 

Shashi Deshpande says, 

People/characters first come to me. They development in my mind. In that sense, I know the 

person I am going to write about. The plot then develops. The plot actually works out through 

the development of the person, his/her reaction to other people in the society. Other than that 

when I start writing I do not have a ready plot. In fact, the end is a surprise to me also, many 

times. This also explains as to why in all the novels the plot is quite thin and can be summarized 

in just a few lines. No sub plot is to be found, although the same person may move about in two 

different worlds. 

 

If all her novels are taken together, we find that Shashi Deshpande is obviously concerned with 

feminist issues. Not only are all her protagonists women but also the story is narrated from their 

point of view. 

 


