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ABSTRACT :   
“However as an artist, Raja Rao does not intr
character in the novel, and novelist has used artistically the Indian people’s 
traditional faith in avatars for the purpose of writing his novel.  Thus, the 
central myth of Kanthapurais analysed through the mythical analogy of lo
Rama and Mahatma Gandhi.  Since everybody in India is familiar with the 
story of Ramayana, the Kanthapurians are supposed to well follow Gandhi’s 
fight with foreign rulers in terms of Rama Ravana opposition.  What attracts 
most is the mythicization of the current situation to the extent that Gandhi is 
accepted as an avatar in his own life time. Nevertheless, on the surface 
Kanthapuramay appear to be a political novel, but the complex of political 
events in it follows mythical patterns.  Although the them
the style of narration makes the novel more a Gandhi
Kanthapurais undeniably a veritable grammar of the Gandhian myth, which, incidentally, is poetic trans
of reality.   Subsequently, the present paper highlights the character of Moorthy in the perspective of Gandhism
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INTRODUCTION : 
   
The fact is that Gandhi’s impact on the
Gandhi appears in it the incarnations who come on earth again and again in order to destroy sin and re
establish religion on a firm footing.  Raja Rao presents Moorthy as an idealized avatar o
Gandhi. He is the saint of our village.  Since Moorthy conveys to them ideas of Gandhi whom the villagers 
consider to be an avatar of God, they consider Moorty to be a smaller avatar.  It also reminds one of the well
known shloka of The Gita in which Lord Krishna exuviates objectives of his incarnation:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Actually, the modern avatar of 
self-reliance, simplicity, moral resistance and perseverance.  Raj Rao has tri
Mahatma Gandhi and his philosophy by describing the emergence of national consciousness in 
By placing Gandhi in the line of incarnations like 
living person and thereby also the national freedom struggle under his leadership.  It is difficult to 
differentiate between myth and reality in this case.  Nevertheless, the impact of Gandhi’s free India movement 

“Whenever any great calamity occurred in the world, or the wickedness of any of 

its in habitants proved on unbearable nuisance to the gods, Vishnu, as preserver, 

had to lay aside his invisibility, come to earth in some form, generally human, 

when his work was done, he returned again to the skies”.
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cter in the novel, and novelist has used artistically the Indian people’s 

traditional faith in avatars for the purpose of writing his novel.  Thus, the 
is analysed through the mythical analogy of lord 

Rama and Mahatma Gandhi.  Since everybody in India is familiar with the 
the Kanthapurians are supposed to well follow Gandhi’s 

fight with foreign rulers in terms of Rama Ravana opposition.  What attracts 
he current situation to the extent that Gandhi is 

accepted as an avatar in his own life time. Nevertheless, on the surface 
may appear to be a political novel, but the complex of political 

events in it follows mythical patterns.  Although the theme of Kanthapurais seen to be Gandhi and our village, 
the style of narration makes the novel more a Gandhi-Purana than a piece of mere fiction. Therefore, 

is undeniably a veritable grammar of the Gandhian myth, which, incidentally, is poetic trans
of reality.   Subsequently, the present paper highlights the character of Moorthy in the perspective of Gandhism
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The fact is that Gandhi’s impact on the freedom movement is the main theme of the novel
Gandhi appears in it the incarnations who come on earth again and again in order to destroy sin and re
establish religion on a firm footing.  Raja Rao presents Moorthy as an idealized avatar of Gandhi. He is 

He is the saint of our village.  Since Moorthy conveys to them ideas of Gandhi whom the villagers 
consider to be an avatar of God, they consider Moorty to be a smaller avatar.  It also reminds one of the well

in which Lord Krishna exuviates objectives of his incarnation: 

Actually, the modern avatar of Kanthapurais Mahatma Gandhi.  Gandhi’s weapons are non
reliance, simplicity, moral resistance and perseverance.  Raj Rao has tried to show the total impact of 

Mahatma Gandhi and his philosophy by describing the emergence of national consciousness in 
By placing Gandhi in the line of incarnations like Rama and Krishna Raja Rao succeeds in mythologizing a 

thereby also the national freedom struggle under his leadership.  It is difficult to 
differentiate between myth and reality in this case.  Nevertheless, the impact of Gandhi’s free India movement 

“Whenever any great calamity occurred in the world, or the wickedness of any of 

its in habitants proved on unbearable nuisance to the gods, Vishnu, as preserver, 

aside his invisibility, come to earth in some form, generally human, 

when his work was done, he returned again to the skies”.1 
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