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Graham Greene is a powerful novelist of modern age.  He is not just a 

catholic novelist indulging in ontological exercises through his stories.  

He is, above all, a humanist whose concerns are much more varied and 

profound than that of a mere theologian.  He is one of those pragmatic 

thinkers who had voiced the need for Christianity to mould its “mode and 

method of revolution” as it stands today.  Therefore, Greene offers a new 

meaning, a new definition of Christianity for the elimination, regeneration of suffering 

mankind.  Hence Greene is a crusader, a profound artist.  Critics like John Atkins, Boris Ford, 

David Lodge talk about Graham Greene’s mind and art.  They have focused on the gradual 

development of Greene as a novelist.  But in this paper critical search light has been focused on 

the endless possibility of liberation of self as embodied by the protagonists of the two major 

novels by the novelist. 
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Graham Greene’s vision of life, as envisioned in his novels, is marked by catholicity and 

liberalism.  It is a vision which considers human actions, not in terms of theological judgment, 

but in terms of pure intention and circumstantial facts.  Dostoevsky in his compassion for the 

peasantry of his time saw the sinful actions of many a catholic follower, as the result of 

situational compulsions, but always done with pure intentions.  Thomas Hardy calls his Tess “a 

pure woman”, even after her repeated seduction only because he appreciates her pure 

intentions and circumstantial compulsions.  Hawthorne’s Prynne emerges as angelic despite 

her adultery, only because she did and does every act out of pure intentions.  Hence Greene 

gives a modern, an unconventional definition of human heart and religion and this makes his 

vision of life quite fresh and universal.  The present paper is an attempt to explicate the quest 

for identity in the two major novels of Graham Greene - The Heart of the Matter and The 

Power and the Glory. 

Hence in both of his novels The Heart of the Matter and The Power and the Glory the 

protagonists embody and epitomize the humanistic elements.  Through Major Scobie (The 

Heart of the Matter) the novelist shows the ultimate victory of human heart i.e. realization of 

sin leading to salvation.  Scobie may appear and remain a sinner, an eternally damned soul to a 

conservative and prejudiced society (as represented through Louise or Helen).  But then the 

same sinner is transformed into a truly repentant, a true Christian, more inscrutable and more 

sublime than even the church to a liberal soul, Father Rank.  The martyrdom and heroism of 

Scobie is recognized and established through universal, humanistic Christian perspective of 

Father Rank.  That is why, the sin suffering – regeneration of Scobie appeal to all immediately. 

He loudly declared has love of god above all.  He behaved like a nameless and a pagan saint: 

‘Dear God, I love….’.   (THOTM, 272) 

Physically exhausted, emotionally torn and morally confused, Scobie commits suicide.  This 

act was too bold and great to be appreciated by hypocritical and conservative woman Louise or 


