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Introduction to Lok Adalat : 

To start with what is a Lok Adalat? Why do we need it? 

ADR (Alternate Dispute Resolution) has been adopted in India from time 

immemorial.  The concept of Lok Adalat (People’s Court) is an Indian 

Innovation. In ancient time the disputes were referred to Panchayats (5 village 

eldermen) established at the village level. Panchayats used to resolve disputes 

through Arbitration. It has proved to be an effective alternative to Litigation. 

The advent of Legal Services authorities Act, 1987, gave a statutory status to Lok Adalats, pursuant to the 

constitutional mandate in the Article 39A of Constitution of India. It contains various provisions for 

settlement of disputes through Lok Adalat. It also constitutes Legal Services Authorities to provide free 

and competent legal aid 

Art 39A of Constitution of India
1
 

The State shall secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice, on a basis of equal 

opportunity, and shall, in particular provide free legal aid, by suitable legislation or Schemes or in 

any other way, to ensure that opportunities of securing justice not denied to any citizen by reason 

of economic or other disabilities. 

Preamble of “Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987” (Act) includes 
2
 

“To organize Lok Adalats to secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on a 

basis of equal opportunity.” 

Chapter VI (Sec 19-22) of the Act describes Lok Adalats 

Jurisdiction of Lok Adalat (Sec 19(5)) 

A Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at a compromise or settlement between the 

parties to a dispute in respect of: 

(i) any case pending before; or 

(ii) any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction of, and is not brought before, any court for 

which the Lok Adalat is organised. 

Provided that the Lok Adalat shall have no jurisdiction in respect of any case or matter relating to an 

offence not compoundable under any law. 

The Lok Adalat can compromise and settle even criminal cases, which are compoundable under the 

relevant laws. 

Sec 21 provide that Every Award of the Lok Adalat shall be deemed to be a decree of a Civil Court or 

an order of any other Court where a compromise of settlement  has been arrived at. 

The Court Fee paid in such case shall be refunded. Also every award made by a Lok Adalat shall be 

final and binding on all the parties to the dispute and no appeal shall lie to any Court against the award. 

Sec 22 provides that the Lok Adalat (LA) or Permanent Lok Adalat (PLA) shall have the same powers as 

are vested in a Civil Court under Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. Also LA or PLA shall specify its own 

procedure 

Sec 22-B, provides for Establishment of Permanent Lok Adalats exercising jurisdiction in respect of 

one or more Public Utility Services, for such area. It comprises or Chairman (DJ, ADJ or higher Judicial 

officer) and two other persons. 
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