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The Constitution is worth saving, the rule of law is worth saving, democracy is worth saving, but these 

things can and will be lost if everyone waits around for someone else.  

Timothy D. Snyder 

 

 

This paper is an attempt to analyse the atrocities on Dalit women in India in general and 

one state Rajasthan in particular and contextualize the same to its actual social 

consequences. This is also highly important to assess social situation after the seven 

decades of country's independence. This paper focuses on the changing patterns and 

forms of atrocities committed on Dalit women in the contemporary socio-political 

situation in India and particularly in Rajasthan in spite of Constitutional guarantees, Laws, Acts and Rules 

made for the protection of women. 

 

Right at the outset, it will be meaningful to understand what is atrocity. Atrocity is “an expression 

commonly used to refer to crimes against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in India.” It suggests the 

quality of being shockingly cruel and inhumane, whereas the term ‘crime’ relates to and act punishable by 

law.”[1]‘Atrocity’ means an offence committed on Scheduled Caste person or Schedule Tribe person by a 

person from other than SC and ST community. “Atrocity” means “combination of the offences”. Atrocity 

signifies an offence punishable under Section 3 of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 

Atrocities) Act 1989.[2] 

 

 Dalits have continuously been socially discriminated, culturally excluded, economically exploited and 

politically disempowered. Dalit women are more vulnerably placed in the society due to their caste and 

gender subordination and this situation persists even today despite Constitutional guarantees of non-

discrimination on the basis of caste and gender (Article 15) (1), right to life and security (Article 21) and 

to protect Dalits and Dalit women from social injustice and all forms of exploitation (Article 46). A key 

law to protect the rights of Dalits and Dalit women is the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989.[3] 

 

According to official data and numbers that registered 66 per cent hike in atrocities in the past 10 years, it 

has been obsereved that the caste based atrocities are on a rising trend.  A study conducted by the National 

Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 1990 on Atrocities on Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes: Causes and Remedies pointed out various casual factors for atrocities: land disputes, 
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