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A study about “The School for Scandal” by Richard Sheridan 

Sandeep Gill, Department of English, Govt.College Narnaund. 

Abstract 

In a part of English high society where gossip runs rampant, a tangle of 

love has formed. Lady Sneerwell is in love with a young, rebellious man 

named Charles Surface. However, Charles is in love with Maria, as is his 

brother Joseph. Maria is in love with Charles, but Lady Sneerwell and 

Joseph plot to ruin this relationship through rumors of unfaithfulness on 

Charles' part. At the same time, an older man named Sir Peter Teazle has taken a young wife 

from the country, now called Lady Teazle; after only a few months of marriage they now bicker 

constantly about money, driving Lady Teazle to contemplate an affair with Joseph Surface. 
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Introduction 

The School for Scandal begins in the dressing room of Lady Sneerwell, a wealthy widow with a 

penchant for plotting and spreading rumors. Lady Sneerwell has hired Snake to forge letters for 

her and place false stories in the gossip columns. They discuss her plot to stop Charles Surface, 

whom she loves, from becoming engaged to the heiress Maria. Lady Sneerwell is conspiring 

with Charles’s older brother Joseph, who has a reputation for goodness, but is really a selfish 

hypocrite and liar, and who wants to marry Maria for her money. Snake departs and a group of 

gossipmongers, including Joseph, Mrs. Candour, Sir Benjamin Backbite, and Mr. 

Crabtree congregate at Lady Sneerwell’s house. Maria is also there, but she rushes from the 

room in distress when the others gossip about Charles’s enormous debts and financial 

misfortunes. 

The next scene introduces Sir Peter Teazle and his confidante Mr. Rowley. Sir Peter has lived all 

his life as a bachelor, but seven months ago married a much younger woman. He and Lady 

Teazle fight all the time and Sir Peter is sure his wife is always to blame. He complains of the 

bad influence that Lady Sneerwell has on his wife. He is also upset because Maria, who is his 

ward, does not want to marry Joseph. Sir Peter, who served for some time as a guardian to the 


