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Abstract : Sons and Lovers is one of the most powerful 

psychological novels of the Twentieth century-intensely 

autobiographical. When it first appeared in 1913, it was 

immediately recognized that Lawrence knowingly or unknowingly, 

was influenced by the term ‘Oedipus Complex’ coined by the 

Austrian Psychiatrist Sigmund Freud (1856-1939). Lawrence depicts his own psychic 

traumas through the character of the protagonist, Paul Morel who suffers due to his mother’s 

domination over his soul and his inability to find a way out of his struggle between the all-

consuming spiritual nature of possessive love and sexual attraction that makes Sons and 

Lovers one of Lawrence’s memorable work of written art. It speaks of a strange triangular 

love tension between Paul-Miriam-Clara relationships that turns out to be hopeless and futile. 

 

Introduction : Analysis of Characters in Sons and Lovers Paul's character is molded right 

from the time his mother was pregnant with him. So, in the very first chapter of the novel, 

Walter has an argument with his wife and pushes her out into the garden. Gertrude, pregnant 

with Paul, walks in the garden and feels the presence of the life force in nature because she is 

intensely conscious of the stars, the moonlight, the flowers and above all, the heady perfume 

of the flowers. She is also very conscious of the child with in her body and we realize that 

this child is going to be a very special one for her. When Paul is a child, he gets an attack of 

bronchitis, and has to stay at home to recover. At that time, she has set her hopes on William, 

but is also very attached to Paul, while he lies on the couch observing and admiring her. Paul 

is a very shy child, and hates doing jobs like collecting money for his father or scanning 

advertisements in the papers for a position suitable. He enjoys the company of his mother the 

most, as when they spend a day out in the city or in the countryside. He loves spending 

money to buy little gifts for her and brings home the prizes he wins to her as well as the 

money he earns at his job.  

 


