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Abstract : The History of India starts with the Indus Valley 

Civilization and the happening to the Aryans. These two stages are 

for the most part portrayed as the pre-Vedic and Vedic periods. The 

most punctual scholarly source that reveals insight into India’s past 

is the Rig Veda. It is hard to date this work with any exactness 

based on custom and equivocal cosmic data contained in the psalms. It is in all probability 

that Rig Veda was formed between 1,500 B.C. what’s more, 1,000 B.C. In the fifth century, 

vast parts of India were joined under Ashoka. 

The sixth Century B.C. was a time of extraordinary tumult in India. The kingdom of 

Magadha, one of the 16 extraordinary Janapadas had turned out to be central over different 

kingdoms of the Ganges Valley. This period additionally observed the rise of different 

heterodox orders in India. This was the time when Buddhism and Jainism developed as 

mainstream protestant developments to represent a genuine test to Brahmanic 

conventionality. 

This period was trailed by the Mauryas of whom the most renowned was Ashoka the Great. 

The limits of his domain stretched out from Kashmir and Peshawar in the North and 

Northwest to Mysore in the South and Orissa in the East – however his acclaim rests less on 

military triumphs but rather more on his commended renunciation of war. 

For the following four hundred years (after the colossal Mauryas), India remained politically 

separated and powerless. It was more than once assaulted and looted by nonnatives. 

Steadiness was reestablished by the Guptas. The Gupta age was the time of peace and success 

and saw an extraordinary blossoming of craftsmanship, writing and the sciences. This period 

likewise observed the start of Hindu sanctuary design. 

 

Sources of Mauryan History:  

 

There are two types of sources of Mauryan History. One is Literary and the other is 

Archaeological. The literary sources include Kautilya’s Arthasastra, Visakha Datta’s Mudra 

Rakshasa , Megasthenese’s Indica, Buddhist literature and Puranas. The archaeological 
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