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Abstract 

The Criminal Justice system in India is derived from the British model where 

control and prevention of crimes, punishment and rehabilitation of offenders 

and protection of individuals and their property are some of the accepted 

principles. Many countries of the world have realized the need to extend assistance and 

services to the victims of crime thereby changing their way of dealing with them. 

Nevertheless, the position of victims has not yet changed in India where they are treated as 

mere witnesses for prosecuting and punishing the offenders. As such they are deprived of 

their rights 
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Introduction 

When a crime happens there may be numerous offenders, victims and the criminal justice 

administrators otherwise called the crime investigating officers. The role played by all of 

them is different – the offender is the one who commits the crime, affected by various factors 

and circumstances; the victims are those who suffer physical, social, financial or emotional 

injury or harm which needs to be promptly redressed by providing them easy access to justice 

and finally, the justice provider and the persons involved in the mechanism in rendering 

justice is collectively known as the criminal justice system. The criminal justice system is a 

mechanism established by governments in its endeavour to control crime by punishing and 

imposing penalties on those who violate laws. The following are, inter-alia, five important 

components of the criminal justice system: 

 Law enforcement 

 Prosecution 

 Defence attorney 

 Courts and 

 Corrections. 

 Unfortunately, the rights of victims are not considered as one of the major component of the 

criminal justice system in India. Thus, the author of this paper has analyzed the concept of 


