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Abstract :  Tar Baby is the journey of a black woman who 

struggles to come to terms with her aspirations as a modern 

materialistic black woman as the metaphor of "tar" indicates. It is 

the struggle of a modern black woman for self-fulfilment. Jadine is 

a black woman who ultimately loses her roots from both the 

worlds, and becomes a double orphan, a pariah figure. At a very 

early age she has lost her father and mother, and is adopted by her uncle Sidney and aunt Ondine. 

As Sidney and Ondine work for a white family called the Streets, she is under the care and 

protection of Valerian and Margaret Streets. As a result, she loses her touch with the worlds of 

both the Streets and of the Childs. In Jadine Child, Morrison depicts the problems of a 

contemporary black woman. 

Something else has also changed. The laboring poor of The Bluest Eye , the self-sufficient 

women and drifting men of Sula, the avaricious middle class and defiantly marginal citizens of 

Song of Solomon —they are gone, replaced, in Tar Baby , by the rich, their servants, their 

dependents, and the sans culottes who threaten their security. Though much is made of money, 

fashion, commodities as consciousness, and the experiences open to the privileged, the cultured, 

and those clever enough to hustle a piece of the action, the people living on Isle des Chevaliers, 

“voluntary exiles all, seem to inhabit a world that is oppressively parochial and provincial. 

Each character, in one way or another, remains disconnected from identity and place, from 

community and memory; and whatever past they retain remains inaccessible, held separate by 

dreams and dream visions. Yet, like her earlier novels, even these fixed and complex images of 

lack continue to reflect and express the urgency, difficulty, and, in this novel perhaps, the 


