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Abstract :  

The pavements can be classified based on the structural 

performance into two, flexible pavements and rigid pavements. In 

flexible pavements, wheel loads are transferred by grain-to-grain 

contact of the aggregate through the granular structure. The flexible 

pavement, having less flexural strength, acts like a flexible sheet 

(e.g. bituminous road). On the contrary, in rigid pavements, wheel 

loads are transferred to sub-grade soil by flexural strength of the pavement and the pavement acts 

like a rigid plate (e.g. cement concrete roads). In addition to these, composite pavements are also 

available. A thin layer of flexible pavement over rigid pavement is an ideal pavement with most 

desirable characteristics. 
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Introduction : Pavement is the durable surface material laid down on an area intended to sustain 

vehicular or foot traffic, such as a road or walkway. In the past, gravel road surfaces, cobblestone 

and granite setts were extensively used, but these surfaces have mostly been replaced by asphalt 

or concrete laid on a compacted base course. Road surfaces are frequently marked to guide 

traffic. Today, permeable paving methods are beginning to be used for low-impact roadways and 

walkways. Pavement in construction is an outdoor floor or superficial surface covering. Paving 

materials include asphalt, concrete, stone such as flagstone, cobblestone, and setts, artificial 

stone, bricks, tiles, and sometimes wood. In landscape architecture pavements are part of the 

hardscape and are used on sidewalks, road surfaces, patios, courtyards, etc 

Highway and pavement design plays an important role in the DPR projects. The satisfactory 

performance of the pavement will result in higher savings in terms of vehicle operating costs and 

travel time, which has a bearing on the overall economic feasibility of the project. This paper 

discusses about the pavements, their types and comparative analysis. 
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