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ABSTRACT: Gold is a worldwide fascination usually gold has meant 

power as its value is subject to content appreciation. In this paper 

describe the literature related to gold and its content. The literature 

shows that how to use the gold and origin. The paper also deals with 

references of ancient Indian gold technology in ancient Indian 

religions, political and foreign account text with brief descriptions all 

these given in the literature. 
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Gold in Ancient Indian Literature – A Study 

The history of gold is a long and complex one. It has been a symbol of wealth and a guarantee of 

power since its use first emerged. Because of its rarity, its usefulness and its beauty, gold has caused 

individual and national obsession and the destruction of cultures, and the emergence into power of others. 

The value of gold has been appreciated in daily life too. The Rig Veda, India’s most ancient text, 

(dated approximately to 1500 B.C.) says the giver of gold receives a life of light and glory. And to receive 

or buy gold is to welcome Lakshmi. That is why during Diwali time, gold is almost invariably bought. On 

this festival, it is Goddess Lakshmi who is worshipped. 

In India, gold is almost revered along with popular deities that are adored and venerated with 

golden ornaments dedicated by ardent followers. Gold jewellery is an inseparable part of important 

ceremonies like marriages and other religious ceremonies. India has long been the site of gold mining, first 

from placers and then in more modern times from the oxidized and primary zones of a variety of auriferous 

deposits 

The Vajasaneyi Samhita 

It belongs to the white Yajurveda. Mention to lead has been made in two verses. 

(a)  “... They, made of silver, gold and lead, are used as helpers in the work ...” 

(23.37). 

The Atharvaveda 

 We come across two references to Rajata. 

(a)  “... For lengthened life, to last through himdred autumns, they equalize with nine the nine 

spirations. Three in gold, three in silver, three in iron by heat  are established in their several 

places.” (V. 28.1).  

The Satapatha Brahmana 

It is interesting to trace this fascination for gold. The Satapatha Brabmana, an ancient Hindu text 

describes gold as the seed of Agni, the God of Fire. 

 There are several references to gold in the Satapatha Brahmana. A reference suggests the use of 

gold for the manufacture of dishes. “... He then throws down gold (the gold one beneath the right foot with) 

‘Protect (me) from lightning’! The Virag, doubtless, is the rain, and of this there are these two terrible 

forms, lightning and hail; of these the gold plate is of the form of lightning ; against these two deities he 

affords protection to him, whence he who has performed the Sautramani has no fear to these two deities, as 

he also who thus knows this.” (XII, 8, 3.1 l). 

Hiranya has been used for gold. 


