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Abstract : Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 has reformed Hindu law of 

Marriage. It is a landmark in the history of social legislation. It has 

not simply codified the Hindu law of marriage but has introduced 

certain important changes in many respects. The Hindu marriage 

contemplated by the Act hardly remains sacramental. The Act has 

brought in some changes of far reaching consequences which have 

undermined the sacramental nature of marriage and rendered it contractual in nature to a great 

extent. 

The Hindu Marriage Act is an Act of the Parliament of India in 1955 as part of the Hindu Code 

Bills. Three other important acts were also enacted during this time: the Hindu Succession Act 

(1956), the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act (1956),the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance 

Act (1956). 

As part of the Hindu Code Bill, the Hindu Marriage Act was enacted by Parliament in 1955 to 

amend and to codify marriage law between Hindus. As well as regulating the institution of 

marriage (including validity of marriage and conditions for invalidity), it also regulates other 

aspects of personal life among Hindus and the applicability of such lives in wider Indian society. 

The Hindu Marriage Act provides guidance for Hindus to be in a systematic marriage bond. It 

gives meaning to marriage, cohabiting rights for both the bride and groom, and a safety for their 

family and children so that they do not suffer from their parental issues. 

 

Applicability 

The Act applies to all forms of Hinduism (for example, to a person who is a Virashaiva, a 

Lingayat or a follower of the Brahmo, Prarthana or AryaSamam) and also recognises offshoots 

of the Hindu religion as specified in Article 44 of the Indian Constitution. Notably, these include 

Jains and Buddhists. The Act also applies to anyone who is a permanent resident in the India 

who is not Muslim, Jew, Christian, or Parsi by religion. 


