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Abstract : The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 

2005 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to protect women 

from domestic violence. It was brought into force by the Indian 

government from 26 October 2006. The Act provides for the first 

time in Indian law a definition of "domestic violence", with this 

definition being broad and including not only physical violence, but 

also other forms of violence such as emotional/verbal, sexual, and economic abuse. It is a civil 

law meant primarily for protection orders and not meant to penalize criminally. The act does not 

extend to Jammu and Kashmir, which has its own laws, and which enacted in 2010 the Jammu 

and Kashmir Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2010 

 

Definitions under the PWDVA :  

The definition of domestic violence is well written and wide-ranging and holistic. It covers, 

mental as well as physical abuse, and also threats to do the same. Any form of harassment, 

coercion, harm to health, safety, limb or well-being is covered. Additionally, there are specific 

definitions for the following: 

Physical abuse: Defined as act or conduct that is of such a nature as to cause bodily pain, harm, 

or danger to life, limb or health or impair the health or development of the aggrieved person’. 

Physical abuse also includes assault, criminal intimidation and criminal force. 

Sexual abuse: The legislation defines this as conduct of “sexual nature” that ‘abuses, humiliates, 

degrades or otherwise violates the dignity of a woman.’ 

Verbal and emotional abuse: Insults/ ridicule of any form, including those with regard to 

inability to have a male child, as well as repeated threats 

Economic abuse: Categorized as including deprivation of financial resources required for 

survival of the victim and her children, the disposing of any assets which the victim has an 


