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Abstract : The three forms of national power are inseparable from each other. 

Without economic power no nation can develop her military power, and 

without the latter no nation can play an active role in international relations. 

Psychological power can be enduringly and really effective only when it is backed by economic 

and military power. 

Some of the major dimensions of national power in international politics are as follows:  

1. Military Power  

2. Economic Power  

3. Psychological Power. 

 

1. Military Power: 

Military power is an important form of national power. It is regarded as absolutely essential for 

achieving the objective of security of the nation. For every nation, security is the most vital 

element of its national interest. In fact, it is the primary concern of every nation to work for 

securing her security. 

The possibility of violation of security of a nation through war and aggression by other nations is 

always considered as a distinct possibility and hence every nation gives first priority to her 

security. For keeping her security against possible violations, each nation maintains an army. 

Military power is regarded as the key means for securing the security and territorial integrity of 

each nation. 

Military power is as such a vital part of national power. The role and importance of a state in 

international relations depends upon its military power. No state can get recognition as a super 

power or big power without becoming a big military power. The USA is a super power and it is a 

formidable military power. Japan and Germany are big economic powers but are not recognized 

as super powers or great powers because they are weak military powers. 


