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Abstract : Connectionism was based on the concept, that elements 
or ideas become associated with one another through experience 
and that complex ideas can be explained through a set of simple 
rules. Connectionism, today defined as an approach in the fields of 
artificial intelligence, cognitive psychology, cognitive science and 
philosophy of mind which models mental or behavioural 
phenomena with networks of simple units, is not a 
theory in frames of behaviourism, but it preceded and influenced 
behaviourist school of thought. Connectionism represents psychology’s first comprehensive 
theory of learning. It was introduced by Thorndike, the most commonly cited connectionist. 
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Introduction : Connectionism is the theory that all mental processes can be described as the 
operation of inherited or acquired bonds between stimulus and response. A theory that proposes 
that all learning consists primarily of the strengthening of the relationship between the stimulus 
and the response. 

Type of learning- The trial and error learning 

Connection-Stimulus-response connection, the basic unit of learning according to behaviourist 
learning theory. 

Stimulus- Stimulus can be an object effecting the senses or an idea/ thought. Its nature is purely 
individualistic that means it  differ from organism to organism from time to time  from situation 
to situation and from place to place 

 Something causing or regarded as causing a response. 
 An agent, action, or condition that elicits or accelerates a physiological or psychological 

activity or response. 
 Something that incites or rouses to action; an incentive: 

Response-. The Reaction is always in the form of Attraction or Repulsion .Response can be 
positive or negative, weak or strong, overt or hidden, right or wrong. 

 The act of responding 
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