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Introduction : Prince Hamlet has been summoned home to Denmark to attend his father's 

funeral. One night, a Ghost reveals itself to Hamlet, claiming to be the ghost of Hamlet's father, 

the former king. The Ghost claims that the old king was murdered 

by Hamlet's uncle, Claudius, who has since married Hamlet's 

mother and assumed the throne. 

Hamlet decides to uncover the truth for himself. He makes himself 

appear crazy, mistreating his girlfriend Ophelia to deflect Claudius' 

suspicion. He later convinces a troupe of players to perform The 

Murder of Gonzago, a play that reenacts King Hamlet's death by poisoning. Claudius' response 

to the play is suspicious. 

Hamlet spies on Claudius, listening to him pray. Enraged, Hamlet accidentally kills Polonius, 

Ophelia's father. Claudius sends Hamlet to England on the pretense of a diplomatic mission, 

having secretly arranged for the prince to be executed on arrival. Hamlet cleverly escapes, 

returning in time to witness Ophelia’s funeral. She may have killed herself. 

Claudius arranges a duel between Hamlet and Ophelia’s brother Laertes. During the duel, 

Gertrude drinks from a poisoned goblet intended for Hamlet. Laertes and Hamlet scuffle, 

wounding each other with a poisoned rapier. In his last moments, Hamlet kills Claudius, at last 

avenging his father. 

 

Summery : There is little debate that Shakespeare is the greatest Renaissance tragedian, and that 

King Lear (pr. c. 1605-1606, pb. 1608) and Hamlet, Prince of Denmark are the best examples of 

his work in that genre. Since its first production at the beginning of the seventeenth century, 

Hamlet has been the subject of intense critical inquiry, and the figure of Hamlet has been among 

the most intensely studied of any of Shakespeare’s creations. Intellectual, self-reflective, 

alienated, and seemingly paralyzed by doubts about both himself and the circumstance in which 

he is called upon to act as an agent of revenge, Hamlet has come to be considered the 

quintessential modern hero. 
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