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HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS IN INDIA 

AANCHAL 

ABSTRACT: Mathematics is the study of numbers, and counting, and 

measuring, but that is only the beginning. Mathematics involves the study 

of number patterns and relationships, too. It is also a way to communicate 

thoughts, and perhaps more than anything, it is a way of reasoning that is 

distinctive to human beings. Mathematics plays a vital role in the 

modernization of this civilization as it is everywhere and affects the 

everyday lives of people. Although it is abstract and theoretical 

knowledge, it emerges from the real world. It is also a way to correspond 

and evaluate ideas, a tool for organizing and interpreting data and above 

all, perhaps a method of logical reasoning unique to man. Mathematics is a necessary part of other 

science. 

Mathematics has played a significant role in the development of Indian culture for millennia. 

Mathematical ideas that originated in the Indian subcontinent have had a profound impact on the world. 

Swami Vivekananda said: ‘You know how many sciences had their origin in India. Mathematics began 

there. You are even today counting 1, 2, 3, etc. to zero, after Sanskrit figures, and you all know that 

algebra also originated in India’.  

Mathematics has been existed since the early age of human civilization. But mathematics has achieved 

immense importance today, since without its application higher technology cannot be mastered and 

harnessed for increasing production of goods and services and promoting human welfare. Over the 

centuries there has been spectacular progress in the development of mathematics as a branch of 

knowledge. And without the application of mathematics on a wide scale no country can march forward in 

line with the general progress of human knowledge and thought. Therefore learning of mathematics and 

promoting the horizons of knowledge by advanced researches in mathematics should be over emphasized. 

Thus, mathematics is an important and inseparable part of human life. It has been existed and developed 

since the ancient era and the present article discusses some of the outstanding innovations introduced by 

Indian mathematics from ancient times to modern as India's contribution in the field of mathematics is 

immense and it should always be studied from a thoughtful perspective. 

INTRODUCTION:  

"India was the motherland of our race and Sanskrit the mother of Europe's languages. India was the 

mother of our philosophy, of much of our mathematics, of the ideals embodied in Christianity... of self-

government and democracy. In many ways, Mother India is the mother of us all." - Will Durant, 

American Historian 1885-1981 

Mathematics is an important field of study. Mathematics is essential as it helps in developing lots of 

realistic skills, in fact study of mathematics itself include the concepts related to the routine lives of 

human. It not only develops mathematical skills and concepts, it also helps in developing the attitudes, 

interest, and appreciation and provides opportunities to develop one's own thinking. So, mathematics is 

undoubtedly a discipline which is imperative to know and study. Mathematics starts from simple things 

and linear thinking that lead towards the more complex things and higher order thinking skills. 
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