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Abstract: Religion is an all-pervasive phenomenon of traditional 

societies. In societies which are at transition stage, effect and 

influence of Religion has though reduced to some extent but still it 

continues to rebound with full force when its tenets are challenged. 

Industrializing societies or developing societies are such societies 

which have not yet escaped from the clutches of orthodox religious 

mindset but in addition have acquired the individualism and 

rationality to argue and question the rationality behind religious 

dogmas. Thus, two opposite and unequal forces co-exist in developing societies. The religious 

tenets are still all-encompassing and excel if conflict arises between the two. This paper is an 

attempt to find out the place of religion in Industrializing Societies and its future trends. 
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Introduction: Religion is defined a set of beliefs regarding the cause, nature, and purpose of the 

existence of universe, which is considered as the creation of a superhuman agency or agencies. It 

involves rituals and practices, devotion often containing a moral code governing the conduct of 

human affairs. All major aspects of family and economic or occupational life in traditional 

societies revolve around religion and its stages such as Dharma, Artha, Kam, Moksha  stages of 

“Hindu” life. Four ashramas in Hinduism such as Brahmacharya(student life), Grihastha(family 

life), Vanprastha(retired life) and Sanyasa(renunciation) governing the stages of hindu life. 

However, in developing societies which have recognized the importance of sustenance and thus 

resolved to increase its footprints in major agricultural as well as industrial transformation, 

religion’s place has been minimized but not yet completely discarded. People from all walks of 

life come to common workplaces, involve and indulge themselves in formal and informal group 

conversation, keeping behind their religious differences and working together, dining together. 

Thus, as Max Weber, a German Sociologist has put it, people following different religions in 

developing countries have “commensal” relations i.e. they sit together, eat and dine together, 

cooperate with each other and keep their religious beliefs to their personal life and sphere. 

Though there are instances where religious beliefs are brought into or have become the basis of 

conflict in work places, but such issues are now lacking in importance and scope. However, in 

“connubial relation” there still exist over-arching role of influence of religion and in many 

regions people are opposed to such relations. This has become a source of conflict in 

industrializing societies. 
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Review of Literature:  

It is very meaningful to study the role of religion in economic development since religion has 

influence on political preference, human capital and work ethic, which is faced with income 

disparity, environmental pollution, and official corruption. A study by Montalvo and Reynal-

Querol(2002) states that the empirical performance of religious polarization is superior to the 

explanatory power of religious fragmentation. In their empirical studies, they have concluded 

that the religious fragmentation does not significantly affect the GDP growth but religious 

polarization has a significantly negative change on the growth rate. Barro and McCleary (2003) 

observed that economic growth has usually been explained by a narrow set of economic 

variables. They argue that a more successful explanation of economic growth would include 

broader social and cultural dimensions. As a significant factor of culture, they note that religion 

influences character traits such as honesty and willingness to work. Thus, their purpose was to 

analyze religion as it relates to rates of economic growth. More specifically, the authors 

quantified this relationship using two main measures of religiosity: religious beliefs, represented 

by beliefs in heaven and in hell, and religious belonging, measured by monthly attendance at 

church services. 

Objectives: To find out the place of religion in Industrializing Societies and its future trends. 

Methodology: An exploratory and descriptive research design shall be followed to carry out this 

study to analyze the place of religion in industrializing societies. The data will be collected with 

the help of secondary data collection techniques. Secondary data will be used in this research and 

is collected through published and unpublished sources which include books, journals, articles, 

reports and other sources like the internet, magazines, research publications and so on. 

Place of Religion in Industrializing Societies: 

The place of religion in industrializing societies is secured by the extant and manifest use of 

rituals and practices even while taking economically relevant and rational decisions such as 

finding auspicious date for machinery installation or inauguration of factory. However, people 

are increasingly giving importance to secular ideas and leaving religion to one’s personal choice 

and practice. The manifestation of religion is also getting reduced as more importance is being 

accorded to economic functions and interdependence in society. The rules of the game are 

changing, with individualism getting precedence over communalism. Shared values only with 

regard to economic and legal-rational decisions are being given due importance in industrializing 

societies. Religious values are though getting subsided but have not been completely ignored. 

The future trend with respect to place of religion in industrializing societies is more of getting 

reduced to an issue of personal choice and faith having no relevance to institutions of society at 

large. Where increase in rationality and individualism leads to decrease in social presence and 

influence of religion, it must be construed as becoming a personal phenomenon. 
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Conclusion: 

Scope of religion in newly industrializing societies has been limited by growing rationalism and 

individualism. Economic independence of people at young age makes them think and develop 

their own ideologies and conceptions about relevance of religion in social sphere. Enriched with 

variety of knowledge and rational ideas, people are increasingly giving importance to things 

found actually relevant in daily life i.e. things having utility value. Religious arena is largely 

being confined to an individual’s personal sphere. 
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