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Abstract: 
Mahasweta Devi was awarded Jnanpith Award in 1996 for 

“Mother of 1084” by South African Freedom fighter and 

president Nelson Mandela. It is outcome of Devi’s witness of the 

Naxalite movement and its after effects Devi successfully 

depicts merciless killing of youth and its impact. The story 

embodies four chapters, Dusk, Afternoon, Evening and Night. 

Sujata shows mirror to the members of her family as an outcome 

of suffocation due to patriarchal system. No Mother ever forgets 

her dead child. This personal loss bears a universal phenomenon. Sujata thinks that the 

human society is devoid of humanity. At last Sujata decides to leave the house. Her appendix 

bursts which  symbolizes bursting breaking and spreading the protest for rights and against 

exploitation. 
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Mahashweta Devi’s literary recitations, through different genres novels, short story, 

drama, essay etc. delve as narratives of protest. Her works are committed to strive towards its 

aim of achieving the transformation of the unjust system. She was awarded with Sahitya 

Akademi Award (1979), Padam Shri(1986), Jnanpith Award (1996) Raman Magsaysary 

Award (1997), Padam Vibhushan (2006), Yashwantro Chawan National Award (2010), 

Bangabibhaushan (2011), Hall of  Fame Lifetime  Achievement Sahityabrahama (2012) and 

many more. She has written 100 novels and 20 short stores. ‘Rudali’ and Hazar Chaurasi Ki 

Maa’ are internationally acclaimed flms from her novels. She bridges the gaps between 

multiple dimension from subalteran existence to urban civilization. She has transfored human 

existence from myths to the grim realities of tribal existence.  

Mahashweta Devi’s most celebrated novel “The Mother of 1084” stands as an 

epitome of narration of protest. It gives a strange sense of hustle and bustle in reader’s mind. 

The Mother of a numeral? how? But it reflects how a human is reduced to a number. Its 

revised and  enlarged version in the from of a novel was published in  1974 and was filmed in 

1997 by Govind Nihlani. The Naxalites raised their voice against the established order and 

fought for the upliftment of poor farmer exploited by the landings, police, industrialist and 

bureaucrats. The serene tranquility of Naxal bari changed into violent revolution tolling more 

than   ten thousand death from 1965 – 1972. It was called “Spring thunder over India” by 

neighboring countries. A large number of youth sacrificed its promising career for poor 

peasants’ rights. Gayatri Spivak states, “….. her writing and activism reflect one  another 
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