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Nathaniel Hawthrone is a famous novelist of nineteenth century who was 

deeply affected by the history of New England in which he was born “ A 

mild shy. Gentle melancholic, exceedingly sensitive and not very forcible 

man.” Hawthrone primarily deals with the individual’s passions and 

emotions of love and the reaction of the society against them. The 

individual who loves romantic and fanciful pursuits is always tamed and 

obstructed by the hard and harsh realism of society as the society punishes 

him in form or the other and this represent the inter play of reality and 

romance in novels of Howthrone that in turn also reflects the socio-cultural 

edifice of the American society which always formed the cornerstone of Hawthrone’s fiction. 

  The subject of romance and love has been treated by a number of writers of fiction from times 

immemorial, as and different writers have dealt with these emotions in different ways, but Nathaniel 

Hawthorne has discussed these intense feelings only within the social context of his contemporary Puritan 

society exclusively in his own method and manner. So, in the hands of Hawthrone this theme has become 

unique because, here, romance is pitted against reality, and he describes first romance as it is qualified 

and restricted by the social milieu but eventually the romance of love triumphs over the society and 

proves immortal and everlasting. 

Hawthorne’s major themes and thematic patterns include self-trust versus accommodation to authority; 

conventional versus unconventional gender roles; obsessiveness versus open mindedness, hypocrisy 

versus candor presumed guilt or innocence; forms of nurturance and destructiveness; the penalties of 

isolation; crimes against the human heart; patriarchal power; belief in fate or free will; belief in progress 

as opposed to nostalgia for the past; the truths available to the mind during dream and reverie; and the 

impossibility of earthly perfection. 

The range and scope of romance is very wide. Before Nathaniel Hawthorne; many English writers have 

explored and discussed the subject matter e.g the Greeks and the Elizabethans have discussed romance in 

regenerative form, and argued that the world of romance must be informed by the social values so that it 

becomes harmonious, expansive and forward looking. In every age, romance has been featured with some 

special characteristics of the age which are not be found in those belonging to other periods, but in puritan 

age is more subtly linked with society. According to M.H. Abrams. 
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