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ABSTRACT:  It is a universal phenomenon that every human being is concerned 

with the satisfaction of deeply felt needs and assuaging of pain. Famous spiritual 

movements and their development spring from this universal longing (Albert 

Einstein1930 pp 1-4). Homoeopathic magic played its part in the earlier days in 

assuaging the fear and pain of the people. Unsatisfied with the result of sorcerers, 

the ancient people surrendered to the monks and priests for magical power and 

guidance to lead a better life without physical and mental suffering. This priestly 

caste created illusory beings for the common men to offer sacrifices to propitiate gods (Sir James George 

Frazer1922). In the modern arena, the political leaders and the priestly caste are misusing religion for their 

interest. This article tries to focus on how human love and relationship got strangled and muddled up by the 

religious beliefs in the contemporary society portrayed in the novel Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie. Though the primary purpose of the novel Half of a Yellow Sun is to remind the world about 

the starvation, the anguish, the massacres, and the mass killing that took place during the Nigerian civil war or 

Biafra war as called by the writer and it also portrays how the human love and relationships undergo drastic 

transformation at the time of the war. In fact, the theme of human love and relationship undermines and 

pushes back other themes of the novel. The writer has given much colour and intensity to intertwining the 

relationship between different characters in order to make the novel universal. Religion plays a subtle role in 

the novel infusing conflict in the relationship between the different ethnic groups. However at the time of war, 

it takes its toll in the form of hatred and violence let loose by the rulers and the religious chauvinists. As the 

war is fought between the Igbo Christians in the Southwest and the Hausa Muslims in the North, the religious 

card further aggravates the intensity of the civil war in Nigeria. Hence it is necessary to know the historical 

background and the causes of the war to understand how the religious beliefs of Igbo Christians and the 

Hausa Muslims stood in the way of their love and relationship. 
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NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR- A HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The Nigerian Civil War, known as the 

Nigerian - Biafra War was began on July 6, 1967 and lasted until January 15, 1970. Nigeria was an artificial 

demarcation first made by the colonial powers. They disregarded the religious, the linguistic, and the ethnic 

differences existing there. There were numerous attempts from the southeastern provinces of Nigeria to 

disaffiliate and form the Republic of Biafra. One of the causes for the civil war is the involvement of the 

British, Dutch, French and Italian oil companies’ battle for the rich Nigerian oilfields. Religious differences 

endorse the strong divide between different regions of Nigeria. Nigeria has hundreds of different ethnic 

factions; the three predominant factions were the Igbo in the southeast between 60 - 70% of population and 

they were by and large Catholic Christians; the Hausa - Fulani in the northern part about 65% of the 

population were mostly Muslims and the Yoruba in the southwestern about 75% of population belonged to 

the different sects of Christianity and Islam. The semi-feudal and Islamic Hausa-Fulani in the North were 

traditionally ruled by a despotic, conservative Islamic hierarchy of Emirs. The Hausa also excelled in the 

military field and made up most of the colony’s military forces (Alexander Madiebo 1980). In contrast the 

Igbo in the southeast lived in mostly self-ruling, and democratically organized communities. These tradition- 

derived differences were perpetuated and enhanced by the British system of colonial rule in Nigeria. In the 

North, British found it convenient to rule indirectly through Emirs. At the time of independence, the North 

was the most underdeveloped area in Nigeria with the literacy rate of 2% as compared to 19.2% in the East. 

By 1960s Igbo political culture was more unified and the region relatively prosperous, with tradesmen and 


