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Abstract : The achievement of rapid growth that is both inclusive and 

sustainable, presents formidable challenges for urban planning in India. 

New cities will have to be built and additional spaces generated within 

existing cities and their peripheries so as to facilitate and accommodate 

rapid urbanization. Since systems of urban planning practiced in India 

have not been in sync with the processes of economic growth, they will 

need to be revitalized to address the challenges of structural transformation 

of the economy with rising share of non-agricultural sectors in GDP, relocation of people and resources 

from rural to urban areas, and the associated increase in urbanization 

 

The Approach to Urban Planning in India 

The current urban planning regime in India is rooted in the Town and Country Planning Act of the United 

Kingdom of 1947, and is primarily focused on detailed land use zoning. This practice was followed by 

many developed as well as developing countries, but for some years now, there has been a move away 

from rigid Master Plans in many countries, including the United Kingdom. Cities all over are now 

exploring more flexible ways to accommodate changes in land use and density patterns over time. The 

earlier approaches treating urban transportation as the consequence of land use planning are being given 

up in favor of simultaneous determination of policy, recognizing the two way relationship between land 

use planning and transportation. These changes are especially important for India in its current phase of 

structural transformation.   

 

A Master Plan in India typically covers a time horizon of about 20 years, presenting a road map from the 

present state of the city to its ideal end-state with spatial details in the terminal year. In Delhi and 

Mumbai, it has taken over 10 years to complete the preparation of the Master Plans.  The process begins 

with the projection of population of an urban area and an estimate of an average household size, which 

together with income levels of different household categories, determine the demand for residential space. 

The requirements of industry, office, and retail spaces are based on projections of the economic prospects 
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