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Introduction : Since independence, numerous initiatives have been 

taken to address the issue of gender inequality. Reform initiatives 

taken so far have succeeded to a large extent, however, child 

marriages, bigamy and gender violence continue to persist in our 

society, despite legislations prohibiting and penalising such 

practices.1 Several disputes are pending before the courts regarding 

matrimonial status of the parties.2 Women are often denied the status of wife due to absence of 

record proving a valid marriage. The courts have time and again emphasised on making 

registration of marriage compulsory, to prevent denial of status to women and to children born 

out of wedlock 

Instances of marriage fraud have also come to light in recent times. In the absence of compulsory 

registration, women are duped into marrying without performance of the conditions of a valid 

marriage. This deprives women of societal recognition and legal security. Such fraudulent 

marriages are especially on rise among non-resident Indians.4 Compulsory registration can serve 

as a means to ensure that conditions of a valid marriage have been performed 

 

While provisions for registration exist under various laws- such as the Hindu Marriages Act, 

1955, the Special Marriages Act, 1954, the Parsi Marriages and Divorce Act, 1936 and the 

Indian Christian Marriages Act, 1872, however, there is no provision that provides for simply 

keeping a record of all marriages and is available to any and every individual in the country 

regardless of religion, region or customs. 

The Special Marriage Act 1954, laid down a procedure for registration but the Act was primarily 

intended to enable couples to opt out of personal laws, but this did not, however, imply that the 

couple has opted out of religion. It simply meant that religion has no relevance for registration of 

a marriage under this Act. 

 


