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Introduction : Nonetheless, according to the philosophy of realism, 

as states pursue their interests in their foreign policies, not very much 

value is placed upon international morality and ethics as constraints 

on state behavior.Realists place less emphasis on the moral values 

that lie behind the motivations of state behavior, and more emphasis 

is associated with the morality of the effects of state action.The realist argues that this 

approach saves more lives in the long run,through the skillful practice by experienced 

statesmen of prudent diplomacy and balance of power politics, as opposed to misplaced 

ideological crusades. In connection with this, realists discount the effects of international 

institutions as a constraint on state 

behavior,since they argue that states focus on the pursuit of their national interest as opposed 

to international cooperation.The realist approach to international relations is sometimes 

identified as the power politics approach , whereby power constitutes the essence of interstate 

relationships in the international system. 

 

Realism, 

Realism,in comparison to idealism, represents a much more "hard-headed" approach to 

international relations. After the end of the Second World War, the leading exponent of 

realism was Hans J. Morgenthau.His work,Politics Among Nations ,which first appeared in 

1948, focuses upon the behavior of states as they pursue their interests in the international 

arena. Realism tends to view the state as the source of evil in the international system, but 

offers no viable alternative to it..Realism is based on a rather pessimistic view of human 

nature.  Realism focuses on the assessments of threats and intentions and capabilities of states 

to one another.The classic realist places a great deal of emphasis on learning how states 

behave in the international system by studying diplomatic history and the application of the 

concept of the  balance of power. 

 

 


